Jefferson DBQ
Read and analyze the documents – be sure to answer all of the questions. 
1. What are the different interpretations of the Constitution? Describe (with examples) what each interpretation is. 
2. What type of interpretation did Thomas Jefferson believe in? Why? 
Document A:
 [image: ]
In the cartoon, President Jefferson is being threatened by Great Britain on one side and France on the other. 
3. What issue was America facing that this political cartoon refers to? 
4. Why are both the King and Napoleon tugging on Jefferson’s pockets? 
5. How does Jefferson respond to the issue?






Document B: 
[image: ]
6. Who wrote this letter? What is it about? 
7. Summarize the point that Jefferson is trying to make in this letter. 
8. How does this letter relate to Jefferson’s interpretation of the Constitution? 
9. What type of interpretation is Jefferson using? Find a quote that proves this. 
10. Using a quote, despite his beliefs, why does Jefferson still purchase the land of the Louisiana Purchase? 
Document C: 
[image: ]
The Lewis and Clark expedition left its camp near St. Louis, Missouri, in May 1804, and arrived at the Pacific Ocean in November 1805. 
11. List 2 purposes of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
12. How did the Louisiana Territory’s geography help Lewis and Clark make the journey? 



Document D: 
[image: ]
13. What was the Embargo of 1807? Why was it created? -  (Use a quote) 
14. What type of interpretation did Jefferson use to accomplish this? 
Document E: 
[image: ]







The quote above is about Hamilton’s Whiskey Tax during Washington’s Presidency. 
15. How would Jefferson feel when it comes to a Whiskey Tax?
16. What does Jefferson predict will happen at the end of the quote?
Document F: 
[image: ]
17. What were the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions in response to? 
18. When Jefferson discusses how all states had signed a “compact” – what is he referring to?
19. What has happened that allows Jefferson to believe that states can nullify a National law?



Document G: 
[image: ]
20. Describe how the map above relates to Jefferson’s presidency. 
21. What was the ultimate outcome of American conflict with the Barbary states? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Document H: 
[image: ]
22. What year does this quote come from?
23. What event is this quote in response to? (Hint – consider the year) 
24. What group of people would have agreed with this quote?
25. What is the speaker asking his audience to do? Why?
Extended Response: 
26. Use 4 of the provided sources and your own knowledge of Jefferson, explain TWO of the major accomplishments of Thomas Jefferson as President of the United States and evaluate whether these accomplishments aligned with his view of strict construction of the Constitution or opposed that view. Use complete sentences and evidence from the sources in your response. 
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Source: The Kentucky Resolutions, 1798.

Resolved, that the several states composing the United
States of America are not united on the principle of
unlimited submission to the general government;

but that, by compact, under the style and title of a
Constitution for the United States, and of amendments
thereto, they constituted a general government for
special purposes, delegated to that government certain
definite powers, reserving, each state to itself, the
residuary mass of right to their own self-government.
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Source: Four Barbary States of North Africa, c. 1805.

ATLANTIC
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Source: Federalist Circular in Massachusetts, c. 1808.

Let every man who holds the name of America dear to
him, stretch forth his hands and put this accursed
thing.. ... from him. Be resolute, act like sons ofliberty,
of God, and your country; nerve your arm with
vengeance against the Despot [Jefferson] who would
wrest the inestimable germ of your Independence
from you—and you shall be Conquerors)!
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In a letter from President Jefferson to John Breckinridge, he describes his thoughts
on the constitutionality of the Louisiana Purchase:

The constitution has made no provision for our holding foreign territory, still less for
incorporating foreign nations into our Union. The executive in seizing this occurrence
which so much advances the good of their country, have done an act beyond the
Constitution. The Legislature, risking themselves like faithful servants, must ratify
and pay for it, and throw themselves on their country for doing for them
unauthorized, what we know they would have done for themselves had they been in a
situation to do it. It is the case of a guardian, investing the money of his ward in
purchasing an important adjacent territory; and saying to him when of age, I did this
for your good.
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In a Defense of the Embargo, 1807, Jefferson stated:

The Embargo, gi time to the belligerent powers to revise their unjust proceedings
and to listen to the dictates of justice, of interest and reputation, which equally urge
the correction of their wrongs, has availed our country of the only honorable
expedient for avoiding war. [We will not] relinquish our equal right of navigating the
ocean, go to such ports only as others may prescribe, and there pay the tributary
exactions they may impose.
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Source: Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, letter, 1794.

The excise law is an infernal one. The first error was
to admit it by the Constitution; the second, to act on
that admission; the third and last will be to make it
the instrument of dismembering the Union, and
setting us all afloat to choose which part of it we
‘will adhere to.




